PADDLING

K O PHY——o

When it comes to lake kayaking, canoeing, and paddle
boarding, locals know that Payette Lake plays second
fiddle to the North Fork of the Payette River. This lazy
stretch of river was made for meandering. Flanked by
soaring pine trees and lush wetlands, it is not uncommon
to see deer, eagles, fox, or even the occasional moose on
the bank.

PRO TIP:



UPPER NORTH FORK OF THE PAYETTE RIVER

PAYETTE RIVER BASIN
WATER TRAILS

The Payette River Basin covers over 3,000 square miles and
includes the Deadwood River, the South, Middle, and North
Forks of the Payette River, the main Payette River,
and tributaries, lakes and reservoirs.

What is a water trail? Water trails are
boat routes suitable for canoes,
rafts, paddleboards, kayaks,
and motorized watercraft.
Like pedestrian, equestrian
and bicycle trails, water
trails are recreational
corridors between
destinations.

PAYETTE LAKE: DUCK BAY TO DOWNTOWN

Payette Lake, Duck Bay to downtown: Sometimes you want
to get away from the hustle and bustle, and sometimes, you
want to be part of it. You can paddle this 4-mile stretch in
either direction, but here's why you should consider north to
south. You start at a boat launch in Ponderosa State Park's
placid Duck Bay, a scenic spot midway up the peninsula that
makes up most of the park. You don't have to go all the way
to Duck Bay because there are several access spots so you
can tailor your float to your time and energy.

After starting in Duck Bay, you paddle along the park’s
timbered shoreline, which is lightly developed, mostly with
paved paths and campsites.

If it's a weekend or peak summer, don't expect perfectly
smooth water. The lake is popular for powerboating and
personal watercraft. There's a 300-foot, no-wake zone
around the shoreline, but you may still encounter some
rolling water.

As you progress, the shoreline gets more developed, with
docks, homes, marinas, condos, etc. But take all that as a
benefit. Want to stop for a beer or other cold beverage?
Swing by Mile High Marina near Legacy Park, or paddle onto
the sandy beach and walk to a downtown restaurant for
lunch or dinner (or breakfast if you're one of those weird
early risers). Most of all, just bask in the glory of a McCall
summer day. It's an experience that never gets old.

CITY OF CASCADE FLOAT

Sometimes, you don't want to overthink it, you want to
enjoy a relaxing float on a river, and this section of the North
Fork is a prime candidate. It's 2.5 miles from bridge to bridge
with a gentle current carrying you along. There's a path
along most of this route, which makes a bike shuttle a
hassle-free option. There's also a commercial shuttle
available during summer.

Start your float below the dam where the Idaho 55 bridge
crosses the river on the north end of Cascade. You can take
nearly any watercraft that's suitable for moving water,
including inner tubes. Try not to miss the second bridge
downstream (spoiler alert: you can't). That's the take-out.

So why would this short, mostly flat float strike your fancy?
It's relaxing and casual. If you want to add a quick thrill, float
through the waves at Kelly's Whitewater Park, which has a
series of man-made rapids and waves that are easy to
navigate, or avoid by portaging. Have fun splashing in the
waves? Get out, hike upstream on the path and do them
again. Heck, do it as many times as you want. Not like you
have hours of floating ahead of you, more like minutes.

When you get to the take-out at the bridge, you're within
walking distance of cold drinks, burgers and other summer
staples. This is what a casual float is all about, maximizing
the fun on a warm summer day while minimizing the
logistics.

EXPLORE AN INTERACTIVE WATER TRAILS MAP AT

PAYETTERIVERSCENICBYWAY.COM




